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iRANVILLR BARKER'S season
of Greek plays at the Munici-
pal Stadium has turned out

o well that this closing Incident of
the theatre year may be looked upon
as an uncommonly close

between promise ana
There are of course weak-

nesses In some of the dramatic de-

tails of "The Trojan Women." There
are y few actresses of the school
which trained them to act llrrubn.
Possibly Htdwig JSclcher with her
strong trade gift might Inve dellv.
cred the verses with some more effec-

tive publication of their ilr.imatlc sig-

nificance. But one returns In mem-

ory more to the tragedy queens of
an earlier feneration. Fanny .lanatt-sche- k,

Mrs. Bowers, Magda Irschlck --

these uro the heroic women who
might have declaimed effectively the
lamentations of the dethroned queen.

One misses In the actual represen-
tation of Greek tragedy y most
of the qualities which are expected
In all drama. Of course there Is a
tremendously dramatic situation in
the meeting of Helen of Troy and
Menclaus after ten years of war have j

thundered over Troy nnd brought it
to destruction. But of the kind of
dramatic Intensity which a plnywrlsht
would have tried to put Into it to- -

'day there Is scarcely a trace. Con- -

stant narration has Its Influence In

marking tin difference between tho
dramatic Ideala of the Greeks and
those of ths Christian era.

But there Is always the religious
element which adds its Interest to the !

dramas for those who sat In front of
the masked players and the Intoning
chorus. Thcso stories could not fail
to bo profoundly moving to their first I

nudlences. Hero wero tho lives of
j

their gods played before their eye.
Their heroes ucrc tho worshipped of j

their religion. They were watching '

the human and the divine working out
the destinies which were a part of
their faith. So the Greek dramatists j

I

with this wonderful advantnge could '

'
well afford to be Indifferent to the
motives which the playwrights of tho '

day must bear ever In mind. Our
nnntAmnnmnpntMi nln vivH rrhta am not !

aided by any such power as this. They
nre not allowed to let their audiences
see their gods at play. The utmost
they can achlevo Is to represent their
fellow men for their consideration,
which Is not so Impressive as tho
sight of their goda acting Just ns
men and women did.

As to the manner In which Mr.
Barker and Mr. Wilkinson presented
these plays, It Is undoubtedly possible
to say that they depart more or less
widely from the manner of the origi-

nal. But the manner of the original
cannot pos'lbly be adapted to tho
present age. Imagine the difference
which the mask must have made.
Hero tho actor becamo altogether
impersonal and was no moro than
tho chorus with Its voice, which
la always the voice of the author.
The characters so long as they were
mounted on their high shoes and
declaiming through their masks
were no moro personal than tho
chorus, Nowadays they do not wear
musks, but they wore their cothurni In
"Iphlgenla in Tnurls." although Miss
McCarthy alone hail them on In "Tho
Trojan Women" there to vmplMeU)
the tragic tense.

It seen thnt there can bo nothing

more than an adaptation of the Greek
Ideas to our present means and to
our present conception of what the
theatre K If Mr. Wilkinson by bin

Mudy of old statues and Tanacra
figures and designs on Greek lottery
l evolved the picture.-qii- e dress in
which his characters appear, he has
done something to make the plays
moro interesting than they ever were
before. And It cannot be said that he
has mmlr these features of the plays
so that they detract
from the enjoyment or the tragedies,
Nothing about them was so disturb
ing ns the black pillars of thnt squatty
palace In the last act or "A Mldsum- -

Nlshfs Dream."

Threo theatres which have Just
alwndoned art nnd nre about to go
Into trade have been freely enough
dlscus.sed on their theatrical side, al- -

though llttlo has been written nhout
the musical phases of tnelr history,
Yet at Wnllack's Theatre some of the
most notable comic opera successes
that tho American theatre ever knew
wero sung for the first time.

After John McCaull had his rows
with Rudolph Aronson and lost
possession of tho Casino Theatre he
took his company to Wallack's Thea
tre. There ho gave "The Black Hus-Bar- ."

which ns "Der
had been one of the greatest sueceses
that Carl Mllloeckcr hart ever known.
All the productions were then under
tho direction of Mathilda Cottrelly,
who Is now acting the German ma- -

iron In "Tho Bubble,'1 In the com- -

p my that tang "Tho Black Hussar"
wero De Wolf Hopper and Dlgby Bell,
Marie Jansen, Lily Post and Hubert
Wllke. The operetta Mart a long and
prosperous run at Wallack's, "Clo-

ver," which had been "Die Jagd nach
deni Gluck" when It was originally
sung In Vienna, was another effort
by the McCaull Company, which met
with success. Marlon Manola nnd Ku-ge-

Oudln had the leading roles.
Wnllack's was Indeed better adapted

to operetta than most of tho city the-

atres and certainly than to the
, spoken drama Somo of tho other

productions there were "The Red Hus.
Kir," which Introduced Mario Tempest
to American audiences, and n long
Bcrles of French operettas nnd vaude.
vllles, In which Judlc, Theo nnd the
lust of tho French dlvcttes tu charm
America appeared.

There was nothing fo notable nbout
Daly's Tlu-Htrc- , which now nimuls
closed, ncros from Wallack's, us the
fuel that It was tho house to Intro- -

'

duce to this country tho British mu- -

slcal farce, which had such vogue
hero and Is now slowly giving way
to the review. "A Gaiety Girl," which
Augustin Daly had, seen In London,
was the first to delight New Yorker.',
No other memories of theso musical
farces, are so delightful as those which
cluster about Daly's, He not only
selected tho best of these pieces, but
ho produced them In a polite and
dainty spirit which none of his rivals
could ever approach. So whether
was "Tho GclshA" or "The Circus Girl"
or "Tho Runaway Girl" or "San Toy"
It was at Daly's Theatre that these
pieces) were seen In their best eitate.
Other managers of course began to
Import these plays soon ns Augustin
Daly showed how well they were suited
to tho tasto of our public. But none
of them found In them tho same suc-
cess that he did so long as he was In
charge of Daly's Theatre.

In spite of tho fact thnt "Haensel
and Gretl" was first produced at Daly's
Thcatro It U the series of London
musical plays which gives that thcatro
Its Importance ns a house In any way
dedicated to the musical pieces.

Already building Is rising on the
tlte of the former BIJou Theatre. No
playhouse was probably ever less re-

gretted than tho depurturo of this
narrow and uncomfortablo littlo thea-
tre, which wiih altogether irreconcil-
able with the Ideas of what a play-
house should be In this day of comfort
and safety. It was here, however,
that tho most famous production of
Offenbach's "Orpheo mix F.nfers" was
ever given. In this
were collected all the stage beauties
of tho day. They would, moreou'i--

,

have held their own In any day of the
theatre Isabella Urquhart, Laura
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Joyce, Pauline Hall, Ida Mulle, headed
by the versatile Marie Vanonl, were
the principal figures in this revival,
which was practically all that was
ever seen here of Offenbach's work,
which Is so well known even to the
present generation through Its music.

The audiences and the artists me,

ever getting closer, not only In sym-

pathy but In tho llesh. At one of tho
roof garden reviews, If tho dancing
and singing are to be described In

that way, the guests are requested to

Join the players In closing the per-

formance with general dance. Thnt
Is the nearest that audiences hnve so

far got to knowing tho players, al-

though there may be still further ad-

vances In this direction. It was first the
flowery pathway that brought the
ociors Into the auditorium, nnd the
Winter Gnrden. runway did valiant
work In furthering: this friendly
feeling between spectators nnd actors.
It wns nlso helped by the plan of pre-

senting the cabarets, which

aro no more than one net musical plays,

In the restaurants which did not pos-

sess a stage. But It was not until the
spectators were Invited to Join In the
llnal dance at tho new cabaret show

the other nlsht thnt tho aiidlenco had

been Invited to take a part In the
performance.

Probably the decision that res-

taurants will have to take out the-

atrical license If they want to give

theso short musical plays will result
In diminishing the number. The regu-

lar roof garden can afford this luxury.
But It Is not certain that the res-

taurants can make the cabarets any
more expensive than they already are.
The prices on tho menus have boon

pushed Just as high as they will go.

Visitor to these places who have
noted tho differences In the prices of
food realize Just how much extra they
arc called on to pay for this addltlontil
amusement. To pay for theatrical
license means still mora expense to
tho patron.

Tho proposal to charge an extra
price for tickets on first nights that
Is to say greater price even than the
speculators at present set seems only
An opportunist's plan to Ret as much
as possible while there Is a demand.
First night enthusiasm may he relied
on to sell out a house when thcro Is

some special Interest attaching to the
performance. The scheme proved
profitable at the Winter Garden, but
the Winter Garden Is An Institution In

the amusement life of the city. There
are never more than four first per- -

formanccs during year and there Is
always a demand to hear them. There
might be the same demand for Zlcg- -

feld review, for that Is given but once
i year, and this series of "Follies" has

neen going on now for years. So It Is
readily believable that for cither of

j these productions tho scheme might
be a success.

But for ordinary first nights there
j would probably be little demand. In

deed, It seems difficult to persuade the
public to buy tickets for these under
any circumstances. First night per-
formances rarely attract large audi-ence- s.

Numerically they are little more
distinguished than they are In other
ways. So It would be highly Ironical to
offer them to the public for any more
than their usual price. It might not be
a bad Idea to offer them nt reduction,
the prevailing rate of prices to be re-

stored after It has been established
that the play Is worth the money.

The performances of "Trial by
jur. mun were seen in connection
With "The Sorcerer" at the Fortv- -
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I eighth Street Theatre suggested again
the Inquiry which has always pre-

sented Itself this amusing
little work Is given hero. It has never
been so popular here as It was In
F.ngland, although there has never
been any explanation of the lesser ap
preciation here. Mut there be nn In

born respect for wigs and gowns, for
all the legal formalities and conven-

tionalities which hedge Hngllsh court
practice In order that the satire of
this amusing little play shall be al-

together understood?
It Is certain that American audi-

ences have never been so appreciative
of this work as the country of Its
birth. i:ven In its latest form there
was less enjoyment In the piece abroad
than there was here. James Barrle
probably would never have thought of
tho trial sceno In "The Legend of
Leonora" had It not been for Gilbert's
libretto, which Is so similar to It. The

construction of this baffling play of
Barrle's mado it inevitable that
It should haw been built In this way.

The delightful first act which Is so
complete In Itself was first Intended to
be a complete play. Listening to the
counsels of his friends nnd
how perfectly the role was suited !o

Maude Adams, the playwright
the drama until It contained four

acts. But no scenes after the first uct
were nearly so entertaining, s.o whim-
sical or so original as the opening
scenes. There was much of tho Barrio
fantasy, the Irrcslstlhle humor and the
fancy which Is Inseparable from .this
author. But there Is not the llncrtess
of quality noticeable In the long dla-log-

of the first net. Quite the best
of the In what follows Is
what has been taken from Gilbert's
one net libretto.

Tho success of tho Washington
Square Flayer will be gratifying 10

nil Interested In tho art of the theatre.
The young persons who began so mod-

estly In the Bandbox Theatre have
found nn Increasingly Interested pub-

lic. They found themselves frequently
playing to n crowded theatre, which Is

more than nny of the previous occu-

pants of this little house could boast
e.t. Of course, their prices wcro'low.
Hut had there been nothing In what
they had to offer to Interest the public Theatre for the week beginning re

'
would have been no audience. morrow night. The book Is by Rtl- -

whatever the prices.
Of course, It was not possible to

praise nil they gave the public. Hut
the originality and Intelligence of their
plays, the skill with which they per-

formed them and above all the nov-

elty they managed to Impart to their
programmes soon attracted a public
large enough to support them through
one senson and prove, moreover, that
there Is still a demand for Intelligence

'pnd wit In the theatre, whatever the
j opinion to the contrary may be.
I

NOVELTIES OF THE WEEK,

I.rrr Field Is With t'a Again
Gilbert and Sulllvnn Itevlval,

The Messrs. Shubert will present
Lew Fields In a new summer revue
called "Hands Up" at tho Forty-fourt- h

Street Theatre on Thursday night.

Begarding
merits at

Is made:
piece Is as a spec street

Playhouse,
twelve prom- - nt Booth

10 Advertise" Cohan

Investment. a
cort

detail.
a Up"

beach Street

story

JTTcS .SHOW OF

nlmost

framework

recoverv of a valuable neeklaee
trnvestv melnitrammln

movies which enjoyed such
vogue during passing
srasnn This give to Fieldi

opportunity to burlesque mod-
ern stnge detective.

"The book been F.d-g-

Smith. The music nnd
by K. Itay Goet.. It Is staged under

direction of Snuthson und
Post."

Maurice Florence will
make their llrst appearance
in a production In

Polonaise, which Is national dance,
aristocratic They

revive famous Apache dance which
Maurice in Paris

and which he later Introduced
Maurice trained

little girls In a dance
especially arranged a children's
dance him.

Laiiri De Frcce and Compton,
who mado their debut hero last
in "To-night- 's and Gunna
Walska, lately Theatre

will other principals in a
which Includes Harry Connor,
and Lew Brlce, Alfred Latell,

George
Mitclie-- . Mary Gllmore. A large
chorus sixty girls will completo
ensemble.

and Gilbert A
Sullivan Opera Company, at Fortv-elght- h

Street revive "The
Pirates Penzance" on eve-
ning tlr.it time
present engagement. This opera will

on and Wednes-
day nights and nt Thursday mati-
nee there bo a double con-
sisting "Pinafore" "Trial

remainder of week
Is be devoted to "lolanthc." Alice
Brady Ik prima
In these as fre-
quently sung them Mr,
Hopper's tours largo cities,
George who Impersonated
Captain a former revival

as now, played
IHck ticadcyc, to re-
peat earlier this
week's only of Tlnafore."

THE WEEK'S CHANGES.

Pl nnd Players In lie Seen on
Other Stnxrn.

"The Chocolate Soldier," a musical
version Shaw's scintillat-
ing play "Arms Man," which

produced first In this country at
Lyric Theatre In 1910, and

Inter moved to the Casino, will be
offering Van den Berg-Cong-

Oncrn Comnanv at Standard

dolph Jackson.
The F.ngllsh version Is Stanislaus
Stange, The music Is Oscar
Strauss. The American

Miss llrooks Hunt, Miss
Kdlth Bradford, Miss Flavin Arcnro,

George Tallman. William Pruette,
Thomas Rlchnrds Francis J.
Boyle. The principals that that
he heard nt be

. . . . . r . H n . 1 .1

, 'ntnhn Phinins
Louis Casslvant. The usual Tuesday,

I Thursday Saturday matinees
be given.

At Hammersteln's Lexington
commencing Lex-

ington Players present
and Paid For." Broadhurst.
Minna Gombel nnd Carl Brickert will
play leading roles, A complete
production at popular prices will be
given.

THE PLAYS THAT LAST.

iiireei incaire. - a .ionern hi
Casino. "Nobody Home"

..ll.lAllll' 111,' lilt. Illll- - lllll
the Globe Theatre and "The Pass-

ing Show 1916" at tho Winter
Garden.

PLAYS ON THE SCREEN.

Nnirlllea nf the Week In
.Motion rielnre

The leading moving pictures to b
week

'The Birth of a at
Theatre, where D. Griffith's
spectacle continues to

sensation of season.
George nban In Allen." a "half
reel, half real" production extraor-
dinary Is at tho Astor The-
atre, following long of
Internal City."

The new picture nt tli Vlt.igraph

Maurice and Florence Walton are alsoj , ,Amf)n(r p.ay, , 8Pe
to bo featured In the cast. York aro "Twin Beds" at the
the of the coming performance HhitIs Theatre, "On Trial;1 the
this announcement Candler Theatre, "The Natural Law"

at the Republic Theatre. "Three of"The described ,.,.. t' , Tmrty.nlnlh
taciHar comedy revue In two acts and Theatre, "Sinners" nt the

scenes, severnl of which "The Bubble" the
Ise unusual novelty In their elaborate'"" PnV" at the

Theatre, "She's In Again" thoIn one of the scenes 0nety Thoatre ,.Unopr Cnvcr.. at ,
part of the Panama-Pacltl- c Exposition Theatre and "A Full House" at
grounds will reproduced In ' the Longacre Theatre.
Another feature will be scene show-- 1 Tll musical P'nys ore "Hands
Ing the bathing nt Long Beach nt h, Forty-fourt- h

at the height of the season. I n, Hopper In Gilbert nnd Sul- -

"The concerns loss and v operettas at the Forty-eight- h
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summer
Palace

Temp'-

respe.-- s

Nam,
Berg'!

Jnrdtti

Ronnie

l'o Wolfe, of
bouses of

hand
success of

There
Miss

stilted

of Tmin MlWr content
another field.

'

M,,s
them,

"Just
been

'

generation
pH.t .' Color wnrmin aie ecry- -

where Notning couiu oe
more brilliant In color than gor
geous "unset or more vivid than
manv of loveliest tlowers. Color
is everywhere In life, until,

we excluded the bright
est In the decormlvo schemes

nntning sing
homes time gr.,T"'
of in world.

,',iw '

we comparison
rrnllze

everything

entirely satisfy because
beauty is no longer
that proves pleasing it
must character,
and It must be emotion.
One must comprehend

through representat-
ion.

"For this reason successful
terior decorator must of

psychologist well an artist.
Mechanical means alono pierce
beneath the surface nnd bring out
tho personality of person whom

designing room. And so
learn person

persons whom I

before work, t itn not
tie.llev In ...... '
of different periods
households. A Barrv room
presses the personally of nRrrv
rather than tastes character

' ' 1 UJ I

ent occupant.
Miss de Wolfe scold

uhltr. trll,l
Into room and was on verge
of llttlo bowl of dried rose

"It Is the same," continued,
"with Rooms on
stage are often planned without
iluo the type nf person
play supposed to
long, They remind quite fre-
quently of the illustrations that do not
Illustrate in popular new novels.

carefully tho kind
of hotel lobby most accordance with

place persons In first net
of 'Nobody Home' would be apt

Hotel In the play,
be readily seen, Is the

Rltz-Carlto- I hnve reproduced
good part actual lobby of

with Its swinging dnors
and ever) thing gives atmos-
phere and character of place,
making only such as

Theatre tills week Is "Meet
Seven," n. comedy reel with ,ir;!
company of stars. llfth
of tho serial photo play "The ! ,,.
(less," Anlti. Stewart and
Williams, will also be shown, ntr.r
pictures nre "The Little Dolls Drr.
maker," "What's Ours," and
nnd Love's Young Dream." T1

Broadway Theatre offers this up
John Mason In "Jim the Penman 1

Is Mr. Mason's debut on 'nun,
will play the part of Jim Itnhnu.

He will be supported by .Mari, ,

and Frank I 'Try. The 1,1.

way Anlmnted News ami p.ir.i-mou-

American Travel Series
will alHO be seen.

The Strand Theatre Is presenting nn
attractive bill (his we

The main Is a moving pirtur
version of Frances Hodgson Burnett?
play "The Dawn of a
with Mary Plckfonl In the leading r'lr
The educational subjects consist ..f

travel pictures from Swllzer'.md and
orchestral and vocal par

of the programme Is always dlst.nc-Iv- e

feature.

The motion picture policv w' .h
has been In force at the New rk
Hippodrome for the Inst thiee ninnt
will be continued nt that plnj.hnuw
during current week. Th
feature will be a photo 1 ,ued
on Wllkle Collins' fmou nne' nt
adventure, "The Moonstone." wli 1:1.
gene O'Brien and Miss Klalne Hummer,
stfln In principal roles m r
concerns the consdiuence wt h

the theft of diamond fnm
tho eyo of an Idol In an

VAUDEVILLE AND BURLESQUE.

A ftllhrrt nnd Snllltnti rtetlrtrnt
The Pnlner Theatre.

novelty beginning ''n
week nt Theatre n O' tier
and Sulllv.ui review will be staged
the first The production w I

include scone from "Pinafore "T' e
Mikado." "The Pirates of Pennr..
nnd "The Gondoliers." Thf oa w '!
Include Vernon Dalbert. Kdwln S'.r.!.
don, Knthryn Irving. Vera Itn t"
and others. Kva Tnnguay will h a,

feature. Others Joe --

son, William 'Morris In "Mrs.
Telegram," Swan. Wood rompi"'-- .

Kerr and West and Prince Mnn
Kim.

Mile. La Rergere nnd lur p 15
dogs have been cont.nunl at 1 i"

another wee
will be of the 1.. w v
Behman show now entering
fifth week. Mile. La Brgere

of line, t ever tt

York. In many It sn,
the La Mllo act reeenllv se-

devllle circuits. II, pne w np
painted to so resemble iiiHrbln t ' .1

audience can hard'y tell whet t n

are real or imt - . '
artlsi.c features nf

lesque stage, inter.
will be Introduced this week i" ';

indeed. It wasn't Hi

at I neer think un
feel them. I can't c' ir

1 u?od orange any m nre ' m v
.except that I fell ol.lilK" to !..

for that particular room
born with a

sense Just they are born

combinations Jut as 1 has.
architectural sense without r
Ing had to studv archi'e 'or,
please, above all. d"n' i' ''
want reform stage d. 1' "
hate the word reform I toe- -.

to do things n

feel them. Just at pr, r- t

more e'e to a

'comedy, as I'm Interest, d :n t :"
real homes on the stage "

WHERE TO DANCE

the preni
dancer of I'olies
of many bright si,",
Programme arranged
Morris of D

IM,,m :T'"Prauce here was
,,l ,1 V'MIIIll I ,1,11.'.- -. ' "
importance. D.uc Gen if
Carlton lle'ene Wi.hlf .id '

.. ,,
Z1"' '!'",.....r, l.uein vil.iei mo

tails, new Parisian di'i
1mgdon Matthews aro am "
roof attnrctton.

Zlegfeld's Midnight Fro'
New Amsterdam Theatre
new addition the ci't T
Nora Hayes, who is a."

Follies, will nuke
this popular rcaf danems '

enl review entertainment T'
mil company practical! renn
tact.

The Fantasi
Klirated last week at
Air," atop the Forty-foo-

Theatre, Is t

successful week.
her dancing p.iitnrr Itud 'p'
b a !'.tpah!i 1 .1 t of iii

ftnrn furnish dcltghtt'i: i''r
entertainment.

MISS ELSIE DE WOLFE
TURNS STAGE DESIGNER

de who Is well known necessary because the lmi.t.1
mill- - ""' """P" ' -- ""'a decorator for the,.,..! "In the second art I li w itried her ns alonalres. has Just , , V(,ry m0(prn Vii,r),

stage decorator with such as apartment ver m d.

the two charming scenes In "Nobody are live door 111 the m

Home" reveals. De Wolfe has the! Irregular Intervals wb h

the usual and ...i..;r
same decided theories ns to the pro- -

kl.,pP(, tri.u,.,!!,.,, st;lcf ,,, ,

prletles stage decoration as she has Is a "i. ,1

for her work In and wouldn't lw apt to sele.-- t t'i it k i

"Why should we go on keepmg ,0 the m.mtr

cool serenity and safe monotony or .., lr)nl.
grayed and subdued color, shes.11.ll.! panted on and f e .i .

Tub Si-- reporter. because met- - ,.,ns nm ,.,. , , .
low tones happen to have the ac- - M.i,Pmi, iiumubt
ceptl conventional liarmon.es for , ir,.M!, v,,,.,, " .i- - ' --

generations and in the
nnil

11 nature.
a

In hue
the

and yet
recently have

colors

with

"Mr

The

ail
the

of our stage settings, to say talent to or to driw i'i-- of

our on tho worn couldn't help being the
grounds their being gaudy or vul- - the He wax Kirn rfc
gar. superior voice don't t r

"You see yet too small to by th's I ant sif
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